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Today, right now, the very moment you’re reading this, the world is more accessible 
than it has been throughout history. You can see and do more, relative to your eco-
nomic situation, than anyone in the generations that preceded you. You have more 
planning resources available on your phone than exist in the entirety of the world’s 
physical libraries. Airfare is cheaper and faster than it has ever been. In the last 100 
years, English speaking throughout the world has grown by 1,000%. And debit and 
credit cards have made currency exchange almost a non-factor. All the things that re-
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served travel for certain classes of people, keeping average folks like us from seeing 
the wonders of the world, they’re all changing. And they’re changing in our favor.  

Right now, Ryan and I are in Phoenix, Arizona. The farthest major city in the 
world from us is Antananarivo, Madagascar in Africa. We could be there in 28 hours. I 
just looked and there’s a beautiful boutique hotel called the Lokanga. It’s about $90 a 
night. Give us about 20 minutes and we could have a  seven-day itinerary planned out. 
50 years ago, that would have been unheard of. 

I want you to imagine the voice of the Big Lebowski’s Walter Sobchak quoting 
Theodor Herzl: “If you will it, it is no dream.” All Walter wanted in the world was to 
participate in some well-regulated bowling matches and provide a safe environment 
for his ex-wife’s papered show dog. Your dreams are much bigger than his, but no less 
attainable. 

Planning a trip can be overwhelming. The longer the duration and farther away 
the destination is, the more difficult it seems. Some people have no idea where to 
start, while others make a few decisions and then find themselves in a cycle of chang-
ing those decisions over and over again. It can be discouraging, enough to cause you to 
throw your hands up and just replicate last years vacation. “Screw it, we’re going to 
the beach,” is an understandable reaction to the stress of planning. But we don’t want 
it to be your reaction and that’s why we’ve put this step by step guide together.  

We’re giving you an organized way to plan a trip. Is it the only way to do it? Of 
course not, but it’s a way that we know works. And one that will save you some time 
and money. You might ask yourself, “Why am figuring out a rental car before a hotel?” 
We think that once you read the whole way through the guide, you’ll see why things 
are ordered the way they are. With that said, this isn’t a rulebook. When you start to 
plan your trip, you may move the steps around in a way that fits your situation better. 
Go for it, these are your dreams, you’re in charge. 
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A Late Checkout’s Trip Planning Steps
1. Get your passport
2. Where/How Long/When
3. Purchase plane tickets
4. Develop a schedule

5. Book other transportation
6. Activities and restaurants
7. Reserve your hotels



If you have a valid passport, nod your head, pump your arm, and let out a quiet 
but forceful “Yessssss!” Now skip directly to section 3. The rest of you, don’t feel bad. 
64% of Americans don’t have a passport and if I had to take a guess, it’s a big part of 
what holds them back from planning a dream trip. A lot of people never get a passport 
because they don’t have any immediate plans to leave the country. But when the idea 
of an amazing international trip pops up in their head and gives their heart a flutter, 

GIVE YOURSELF A GIFT
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they immediately write it off because they don’t have a passport.  It’s a vicious cycle 
that is holding you back! 

        It means no spontaneous romantic weekends in Paris, no weeks long geta-
way to Tahiti or Fiji, no trek through the Himalayas or Andes. Whether you're plan-
ning a trip tonight or hoping to plan one in the coming years, right now is when you 
need to get your passport. So before you start dropping hints at the dinner table that 
you’ve always wanted to spend a night in the Ice Hotel in Sweden, let’s get your papers 
straight. 

According to the Department of State, the normal processing time for a passport 
is four to six weeks. You can pay for expedited service at the time of application, in 
which case, you’re looking at about two to three weeks. Think about that, in three 
weeks you could be on a plane!

In the box below is a list of things you need to get your U.S. Passport. Go to the 
U.S. Department of State’s website for full instructions and answers to specific ques-
tions like, “What if I don’t have my birth certificate?” and “How can I get my child a 
passport.” The answers are out there.
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WHAT YOU NEED FOR A U.S. PASSPORT

• Completed form DS-11 (for new) or DS-82 (for renewal)
• Supporting Documents

• Proof of Citizenship (usually a birth certificate)
• Identification (usually a driver’s license)

• Photos
• A 2x2 photo that meets the specific requirements of the Department of State. Instead 

of trying to figure it out on your own, just go to a Walgreens or CVS and have them 
take it for you

• A Check or Money Order
• A new passport is $110 if you choose normal processing time. The acceptance facility 

you take it to will charge you a separate $35. The second fee can usually be paid with 
a debit or credit card

• Submission
• A new passport application needs to be taken, along with all the other items, to an ac-

ceptance facility. These are often found at Post Offices, Court Houses, Libraries, Mu-
nicipal Buildings, etc. Go online to find the nearest one

The above is just general information and some tips 
For a complete guide and a ton of great resources, go to the source:

travel.state.gov

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html


Hooray! You can legally enter and exit foreign countries with that beautiful blue book 
you got yourself.  Now it’s time to make some big decisions. We’ve grouped the first 
three because they’ll mesh together to create a foundation for your trip. The decisions 
you need to make are: 1. How much time can you spend? 2. Where do you 
want to go? and 3. What season do you want to go in?  
 The first question always hits us the hardest. It’s like you can hear your parents in 
the back of your head yelling “you’re not going anywhere until your room is cleaned.” 

THE FIRST 3 DECISIONS
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Obligations, ugh. Whether it’s family, work, school, or something else, you likely have 
a limited amount of time you can take away from your everyday life for a trip. We 
hope it’s a lot, but even if it’s just a little, we’ll help you plan so well, you’ll get the most 
out of every hour.

So here’s the first thing you need to do. Come up with a hard number of 
how many days you can be gone. We’re talking the maximum number. Don’t play 
it conservative now so you can add in some days later. Knowing this number is going 
to help you set some boundaries on your trip. Write it down somewhere, maybe even 
on the top of the Trip Brainstormer in the back of this guide. 

Now, aren’t you glad that’s over? You’ve got a number. It may not be the number 
you wanted, but at least you know what it is and now you can fill up that time with 
some memories that will last a lifetime. And you’re about to feel even better because 
now you’re going to decide where you’re going. At almost the same time you’ll be 
considering, what season to go in.

Is the place you want to visit and the season you want to visit in conducive? 
Maybe a better question to ask would be, will the place you want to go to be the way 
you want it when you get there? We’re all about seeing places in every season, but if 
you’re dreaming of ice skating beneath the Matterhorn or dancing on a grassy moun-
tain in the Austrian Alps (which were both Ryan’s dreams) then you’ll need to pick the 
right time of year. 

So you’ve got a trip duration, you’ve got a travel season, and you have a destina-
tion. First three decisions are done, right? Not so fast. We want to challenge you to 
think creatively. Let’s take that destination you have in mind and see if we can turn it 
into something bigger. 

Fire up Google Maps and take a look at where you’re going. Now zoom out and 
see what’s around it. Are there some cities or natural attractions in the vicinity? Use 
the directions tool to figure how long of a drive or train ride they would be. For us, 
we’re good with a three hour car ride or a five hour train ride. Anything more and we 
feel like we’re missing out on good vacation time. We also like to spend at least two 
days everywhere go. It’s rare for us to check in one day and check out the next (al-
though sometimes it makes sense). So, is there a natural path of destinations 
that would take you from one major city to another with reasonable travel 
times between stops? 

You don’t have to know how long you’d spend in each spot yet, we’re still just nail-
ing down where you land and where you take off. Just treat it like a math problem. If 
you have 10 days to travel, you want your total destination count to be five or less. Are 
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there five or less places that are less than a three hour car/five hour train ride apart 
that you want to go to? This is how you turn your trip to Paris into a full on Western 
European excursion.

We’ll give you an example of a time we did just that. We were going on a summer 
trip Europe. We had 14 days and we knew we wanted to go to Paris. But we also 
wanted to add a little diversity to the trip. There was a vague idea floating in our heads 
of maybe going somewhere in the Austrian Alps. But the Alps are too far for a train/
car ride to be comfortable (for us). 

We looked on the map and saw Zürich lying there between Paris and Austria. It’s 
only a four hour train ride. We started to day dream about chocolates, cheeses and 
clocks. We pulled up some pictures, like the one on the cover of this guide, it’s amaz-
ing. We saw people swimming in the river, cruising on the lake, fonduing all over 
town. We were sold.

Next, we checked the distance to the Alps. It was only a three hour drive. Perfect. 
We picked a town out that seemed exciting to us and that seemed to have a healthy se-
lection of hotels (we’re not picking hotels yet, but you always want to pick a destina-
tion with options). We wanted to fly out of a major airport to avoid a ton of connec-
tions. So we knew we’d be going from the Alps to somewhere else. Vienna sounded ex-
citing, but it was a six hour trip. Venice and Milan were both about five and half hours. 
But Münich, Germany was only three hours away. Beer gardens bratwurst? We ap-
prove. 

So now we had four locations on our list. Each no more than a three hour car ride 
or five hour train ride apart. A minimum of two nights in each place would be eight 
nights and we had fourteen days to work with, so we knew we were good there. Our 
trip to Paris just became a four country western European excursion. 

We’re not saying you should always do this. Some trips don’t lend themselves to 
multiple destinations. Some times you just want to get dropped off at the Sandals re-
sort, work your way through a truckload of Piña Coladas, and fly home six days later. 
But we do think you should consider it if you want to make the most of every trip you 
take!

With that said, don’t give in to the temptation to start picking hotels and listing 
out activities yet. You shouldn’t even know how long you’ll be in each place yet. At this 
point, you have your passport, you know how long you can be gone, what season 
you’re traveling in, and you know where you’re flying into and where you’re flying out 
of. The rest will come in due course!
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Time to buy your tickets. No, you didn’t flip too far ahead in the guide, it’s really time. 
Waiting for your whole trip to be planned until you look for tickets usually results in 
the trip being put off. The plane tickets can often be the most expensive part of travel-
ing and, if they’re the last thing you figure out, the sticker price may wreck all the 
plans you’ve been making. But if you buy them first, you’ll have a strong grasp on your 
budget and you’ll know where you can splurge and where you have to save. We also 
want you to lock into your trip. Take that leap off the cliff, then you won’t dilly dally 

LEARN TO FLY
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when it comes to putting the rest of the everything else together. For our part, we want 
to help you get the most affordable plane tickets available.
 When it comes to booking tickets, you have three options available to you (and a 
few tools that help leverage those options). 

Online Travel Agencies (OTAs)
Let’s start with the most popular. Orbitz, Priceline, Expedia, Kayak, Hotwire, 

you’ve probably heard people rave or complain about each of these websites at some 
point. They’re robo-travel agents. They all do pretty much the same thing, just with 
their own special features thrown in to make it exciting. 

Each of these agencies has relationships with the Airlines. They’re told how 
much tickets are and then they turn around tell you. Sometimes the airlines will give a 
specific OTA a deal on certain fares. Other times, OTAs will sell fares below cost in 
hopes you’ll book hotels or rental cars through them.  

Direct Booking with Airlines 
 Going directly through an airline to book a ticket takes away a lot of the uneasy 
feelings dealing with a 3rd party can create. You’ll need some good tools to make the 
most of it (we’ll talk about that next), but you’ll probably feel a whole lot more secure 
about the process. This is definitely our preferred booking method.
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• Easy to search and compare   
different airlines 

• Sometimes the lowest fare
• Able to book individual legs of a trip 

with different carriers

PROS CONS
• 24 hour cancelation window not    

guaranteed
• Customer service varies
• Occasionally can’t book at 

advertised fare

• Immediate ticketing
• Reliable customer service
• You can cancel within 24 hours for a 

guaranteed refund

PROS CONS
• Not always the cheapest
• Each airline’s routes vary 
• Need to use a search engine to 

make comparisons



Search Engines
 Google Flights has transformed the way we book our airfare. The search inputs 
are the same as you would find anywhere: departure and return dates, number of pas-
sengers, any specific criteria you have. You’re given results for a wide array of airlines 
that can be sorted easily by price or number of connections. 
        After reviewing those flights, you’ll want to click on the calendar option at the top 
of the screen. This will bring show the lowest price airfare for the days surrounding 
your departure. You may be surprised to find out you can save $300 just by changing 
your departure day to a Tuesday instead of a Monday. You may also notice a swing 
week to week. This is where being flexible with your plans pays off. 
        You can also sign up for alerts for specific trips and Google will email you when 
fares drop. When you’ve found a fare you like, you click a link that takes you directly to 
the airline’s website and you book through them. Kayak and Hipmunk are similar 
search engines. 

Fare Alerts
 If you didn't have anything to do all day, you could sit around surfing the airline 
sites looking for price drops and mistake fares to your favorite destinations. But we’ve 
all got real lives. All of us that is, except for the employees at fare alert companies like 
Scott’s Cheap Flights. 
 They crawl the web each day looking for good deals and screw-ups on the part of 
the airlines and then send them out in emails. And the things is, they’re really good at 
it. For Scott’s, you can sign up for the free alerts (why not?) or pay a modest fee for a 
year-long subscription. We always tell people to just pay for it. If you plan on going 
overseas more than once in a year, we think it’s a no brainer, you’re gonna save money 
with this company.
 Scott’s isn’t the only name in the game, they’re just the best right now. There is 
also Secret Flying, Airfare Watchdog, and The Flight Deal. If you’re the kind that likes 
to get on every list, go for it. But we’re also advocates for keeping it simple and that’s 
why we’ll give you the following bottom line for booking airfare after just one last tip.
        What kind of traveler benefits most from signing up with Fare Alert companies? 
The spontaneous ones. We’re not necessarily talking about the person who is going to 
call in to work sick and hop a flight for Hawaii, but more so the person that says, 
“Rome in the Spring? Why not,” and clicks to book themselves a seat. If you’re flexible 
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about your destination, just looking for whatever adventure comes your way, you’ll be 
inspired by the deals you find.   

The Points Game
 Most airlines have points programs in which you earn points for the dollars you 
spend and the miles you fly with their airline. And almost all of their programs have a 
partner credit card that will give you points for every dollar you spend using the card.  
To some people, points are a way of life. They do all kinds of things we would consider 
a little bit crazy in order to earn them. And if we’re honest, we went a little points 
crazy ourselves back in the day, but we’ve settled down since then. We consider points 
another tool to be used for booking direct with airlines. If you’re interested in exploit-
ing points to their fullest potential, check out sites like: The Points Guy or  Upgraded 
Points.  
 Our advice with regard to points is, everything in moderation. We think it’s a 
good idea, if you’re planning a big trip, to get a credit card with the airline you’ll be fly-
ing with and use it to pay for as much as you can related to that trip. That way, you’ll 
get a bunch of points that can be used to book award travel for future trips. Also, most 
of those cards have traveler perks like free checked baggage and no foreign transaction 
fees. 
        For us living in Phoenix, an American Airlines hub, we like the Citibank AAdvan-
tage card. It’s probably not a good idea to get a  bunch of airline cards and rack up a 
bunch of debt, just for some points. Realize that the reason credit cards can afford to 
give away a lot of airline points is because there’s lots of people out there paying inter-
est on cards. Try  not to be that person.
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AIRFARE BOTTOM LINE
Subscribe to Scott’s Cheap Flights, it’s worth it for sure, but don’t wait for the 
perfect fare to find you. Go to Google Flights and search your 
preferred days. Then, use their calendar option to dial in a 
better fare. Follow the link they give you to book directly 
with the airline. And if you have an airline credit 
card, use it to book your tickets, and maybe all 
your other travel stuff too!

http://thepointsguy.com
http://thepointsguy.com
http://upgradedpoints.com
http://upgradedpoints.com
http://upgradedpoints.com
http://upgradedpoints.com


Well now you’ve gone and done it, you’ve booked your plane tickets. You’re definitely 
going to a specific place at a specific time and returning from a specific place at a spe-
cific time. That’s a pretty big commitment you’ve made. So, now we want you to take a 
break from big commitments, relax a little, and have some fun. This can be the part of 
trip planning that a sort of writer’s block sets in. Just like an author who struggles to 
fill their story with exciting scenes, a lot of people find it hard to know just what to do 
when they arrive at their dream destination. We want you to feel as exhilarated as Will 

FILLING YOUR DAYS
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Ferrell in Stepbrothers, “So many activities, it’s making my head spin, how many ac-
tivities we can do!” And there’s a simple way to get that feeling.
 Write down the name of the city or town you’re staying in. Underneath make 
three sections or columns: Must do, Might do, Food. Take it easy on the must do sec-
tion, reserve that for things that really get your heart rate up as you think about them. 
Now start Googling your way through all the categories of activities that might interest 
you. 
 The easiest one to start with is sight-seeing. Whether it’s famous streets to walk 
down, parks to relax in, buildings to explore, structures to see, or natural landscapes 
to enjoy, you want to search out the things that a place unique and collect them like 
elusive Pokémon.
 Now, consider incorporating some of your hobbies into the trip. Whatever it is 
you like to do at home, figure out a way to enjoy it while you’re traveling. Do you play 
guitar like Steve? Visit an instrument shop or a local luthier, find some performances 
at small clubs or coffee shops, flip through old records at a vinyl shop. Are you a total 
winoRyan? You need to tour a vineyard, participate in a tasting, and find a small shop 
for some bottles to bring home. We’re a little nerdy, we love to read, and so we hunt 
around town for small used book stores and old libraries. No matter what you’re into, 
there is some manifestation of it in the place you’re visiting, go find it!

Next, figure out some things that are a little more interactive: sporting events, 
festivals, theme parks, zoos, theaters, museums. Do something physical like hiking, 
biking, swimming, or skiing. One of our favorite travel memories was ice skating on 
the outdoor rink in the middle of Zermatt, Switzerland, under the towering Matter-
horn mountain. Find something for your hands and feet to get involved in. 

After you’ve figured out all the to dos, figure out the to eats. This can be as gen-
eral as a kind of food you want to try and as specific as the restaurants and bars you’d 
like to go to. When you’re hungry, you can’t objectively Yelp. Come up with a diverse 
list of options now, so that when your significant other asks “What do you want to 
eat?” you actually have an answer! You may even want to make a few reservations. We 
try to have at least one reservation for every city we visit. That way we stay flexible, 
while making sure we get to visit the spots we’re in love with. 

Once you’ve got lists of must dos, might dos, and food, take a step back. The 
places with the bigger lists are going to need more of your time to explore. And that’s 
what the next step is all about, nailing down when and for how long you’ll be in each 
place.
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If planning your trip was like making pancakes, you’d be sitting in front of a bowl of 
water and eggs right now. It’s time to dump in the flour and thicken it up.  The way to 
do that is to solidify how long you’ll be in each place and how you move between them. 
We like to do this by charting out our days. 

At the top of a piece of paper, write out the dates of your trip. Leave a little room 
between each number. Underneath the numbers you’re going to write where you’ll be 
sleeping that night. Sometimes the first day will disappear with travel (because you’ll 

CHARTING YOUR DAYS
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spend the night on the plane). The last day will always be scratched out because you’ll 
end up at home. All the other days are available for you to work with. Like we said at 
the end of the last section, look at the activities you’re considering and give more days 
to the places you’ll be doing more things in. 

Now that you know where you’ll be each night, it’s time to work out how you’ll 
get to and around each place. Between the dates you’ve written on that piece of paper, 
you’ll write the mode of transportation that’s going to move you. The normal options 
are: rental car, train, bus, or regional flight. Every once in a while you’ll have a unique 
option like a boat, bike, or donkey ride, but let’s stick to exploring the basics.

Rental Cars
High Cost, Moderate Speed, High Flexibility

Cars are freedom. The ability to go where you want, when you want. You make 
the schedule, you make the route. But you’ll be paying for each day for that luxury. Is 
it worth it? If elements of your trip depend on a high level of flexibility, than it defi-
nitely is. When you’re going to, or staying in, a place with limited local transportation 
(no subway, light rail, bus system) and the activities you’re considering are spread out, 
you’ll be happy to be driving yourself around. 

In most places, all you need is your state issued driver’s license to rent, but you 
should always check online for what the local laws and regulations are for driving in 
the place you’re visiting. While you’re at it, Google the road signs in that area. You’ll 
figure them out quick, most are pretty intuitive. We’ve done a lot of driving in differ-
ent spots around the world and it’s always been an enjoyable experience. 

It’s easy to rent online directly from companies or through online travel agencies. 
A good alternative is to rent through your Airline loyalty program. The prices are usu-
ally comparable and it’s an opportunity to boost your points account. 

Trains
Moderate Cost, Moderate Speed, Moderate Flexibility

We can’t help but to let our bias shine through when we’re discussing trains. We 
love them. They’re comfortable and convenient. You don’t have to get to the station 
early for check in and security. You just show up and hop on. For a trip to Europe, 
they need to be at the top of your options list. Anywhere else, Google it, they may end 
up being the best choice for your situation.  
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When you’re at this stage of planning your trip, you probably won’t buying the ac-
tual tickets. For European rail lines, most tickets are released 60-90 days prior to the 
travel date. Only some are available 4-6 months ahead of time. Don’t let that bother 
you. Pick a rail line and good itinerary and then set a reminder in your phone to book 
before you leave.

Each country has its own rail carriers and if you want the absolute lowest price 
for a ticket, go directly through them. But if you are overwhelmed by that idea, use a 
company like Omio or Loco2. Both have fantastic apps that you should have on your 
phone, if only to remind you to take a vacation! 

When you’re booking your tickets, pay attention to the train type and the number 
of transfers you’ll need to make. If available, you want a high speed train over a re-
gional train. It’s faster, it doesn’t stop at every station, and the accommodations will 
be better. Nobody likes transfers. Sometimes, they’re unavoidable, you can’t always 
find a train going directly between your dream destinations. But you do want to travel 
as directly as possible. 

The second thing to consider is 1st or 2nd class. Unlike plane tickets, the price dif-
ference for 1st and 2nd class on trains is not that much. If you’re taking a 4 hour train 
ride and want to get some sleep, the extra room and amenities can be worth it. But 
don’t be scared to book 2nd class, it’s plenty nice as well.

If you’re anything like we were when we planned our first trip with a train in-
volved, you probably have a million questions. The Man in Seat 61 offers the most com-
prehensive European train travel information website in the universe (or so it seems). 
And our buddy Rick Steves does a pretty good job as well. 

Buses
Low Cost, Low Speed, Moderate Flexibility

If you’re a budget traveler who is willing to sacrifice a little time and little com-
fort, maybe a bus ride is the way to go. Busses are certainly convenient. Their depots 
are usually located at the heart of cities and towns and their schedules are full of op-
tions. Omio provides results for bus tickets when you search with them and Compara-
Bus does as well. 

There’s just not a lot to say about buses, you know what you’re getting when you 
buy that ticket. But depending on how complicated your travel plans are it might be 
the perfect solution. And if the destination of your dreams is far off the rail line and 
you don’t want to rent a car, a bus may be your only option. 
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Regional Flights
High Cost, High Speed, Low Flexibility

Like buses, you know what you’re getting with a regional plane ticket. You’ll be 
squeezing into a smaller and slightly louder aeronautic experience in comparison to 
your trip over the Ocean. The trip will seem much faster, but you’ll have to think about 
adding extra time into your day for getting out to the airport and going through check 
in and security procedures. And when you land, you’ll be a little distance from the city 
or town you’re headed to. 

In general, flying is the most expensive way to go and the availability of seats at 
the time you want them might be limited. You’ll definitely want to plan a little further 
ahead than you would for a train or bus ticket. You can find good deals for regional 
flights directly through the airlines or using your favorite online travel agency. The 
apps and websites we mentioned for buses are also good OTAs to use for identifying 
and booking regional flights. They give you added bonus of being able to make a quick 
cost comparison between the flight of your choice and other modes of travel. 

I want to explore: Rental Car

I want to be comfortable: Train

I want to save money: Bus

Just get me there: Plane

I’m adventurous: Rental Car

I’m semi-adventurous: Train

I’m too adventurous: Bus

Adventure is boring: Plane

I like the countryside: Car

I like the bar car: Train

I like it when my ears pop: Plane

I like sharing a bathroom: Bus

I’m spontaneous: Rental Car / Train

I plan out my planning: Plane
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If you can believe it, the heavy lifting of this trip planning is now done. You are on the 
down hill slope, cruising to the finish line. Your last great obstacle is where to stay. 
Like the plane tickets you already purchased, this is going to be a major expense. But 
since you already know what it’s going to cost to travel between cities, you should have 
a pretty good idea of your budget. And happily, this is the category of planning that 
gives you most options. Because of that, choosing where you’ll sleep is all about val-
ues. 

BEDDING DOWN

7
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We’re not talking about whether you’re a good and honest person who believes in 
hard work and self sufficiency (although those are good values), we’re talking about 
knowing what is most important about your trip. You’re going to have competing inter-
ests and being able to put those interests into an order will help you determine where 
to stay.

For us, location is king. We want to be close to all the activities we brainstormed 
earlier in the planning process. That includes being close to public transportation like 
the subway (when available). If we’re in a city, we’ll almost always choose to be down-
town. We don’t care about noise, we want to be in it. Same with an activity centric trip, 
something like a ski trip, get us as close to the mountain as possible. 

The next thing we care about is our budget. What’s the biggest room we can get 
for the amount of money we have. Usually our trips include multiple stops. When they 
do, we like to splurge in one city and save in another. Instead of each night costing 
roughly the same, one is high and one is low. It’s just something that makes it fun and 
gives you a variety of experiences. In Paris we opt for the suite with the balcony and in 
Munich we take a garden facing room with a twin bed. 

After all of that, we consider the amenities. These are the special perks that sepa-
rate one place from another. These are the nice-to-have things that don’t make or 
break a trip. Room service is always nice, especially when far from home, because your 
internal clock is off. A bar, a business center, free wifi, a spa or pool, those are good 
too, but you can find alternatives if you have to. 

When you’re ready to book, head to the Online Travel Agency of your choice. We 
like Expedia because, aside from showing you the different room size options, they 
show two important booking options. Those are: cancelation options and meal op-
tions. Book now pay later is awesome option that is available with some hotels and a 
free cancelation option is even better. We’re always willing to pay a little extra if it 
means we can cancel because Ryan seems to always find some awesome hotel we want 
to switch to later on! We’re not super into included breakfast, but if you are, the price 
at booking will be better than the price at the hotel. really have the advantage when it 
comes to booking accommodations. 

As an alternative to staying in a traditional hotel, you could consider a direct-
from-owner rental like: Home Away, VRBO, Airbnb, or Booking.com. When you factor 
in location and  amenities, it’s hard to say whether or not it’s cheaper than a hotel. But 
it certainly is a more authentic experience and there are deals to be had. We have 
loved every owner rental we’ve ever done and always consider how it stacks up to a ho-
tel in a specific location. 
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That’s it. I mean, that’s not it, there’s other things you’ll be doing to get ready for your 
trip, but that’s the foundation: passports, plane tickets, things to do, a way to get 
around regionally, and a place to sleep each night. Here’s one last thing to help you 
out. As you go through these steps for real. Its helpful to visualize all your choices on 
one page. The brainstorming sheet on the next page is based on how we plan out our 
trips. Take a look at the example and print out the blank copy for your use. It’s nice to 
fold it up and have in your pocket for when your phone dies!

BRAINSTORMING

8
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A Late Checkout is the travel podcast that wants you to travel your own way. Whether you 
stay in five star resorts or ramshackle youth hostels, prefer dinner on a river cruise or out 
of a cart on the street, hit all the crowded tourist spots or disappear deep into uncharted 
neighborhoods, as long as you’re doing what makes you happy, you’re doing it right. You 
might be up early on your way to the train station while we’re calling the front desk for a 

late check out, but we’re all out on an adventure.

Download episodes from Apple Podcasts or the podcast provider of your choice.

Visit us at ALateCheckout.com

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/a-late-checkout/id1445117294?mt=2&app=podcast&at=1001lQMA
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/a-late-checkout/id1445117294?mt=2&app=podcast&at=1001lQMA
http://alatecheckout.com
http://alatecheckout.com

